ate in drink and .food; reforming tendencies ; tenacious
and persevering in the pursuit of his fundamental aims
(reforms); born with a vast and ardent ambition;
political sagacity; the most handsome of monarchs;
sound political instinct; spirited speeches '.

But what was wrong with a man of whom so much
good could truthfully be said ? Why has he come
down through 150 years of history with so soiled a
name ? A worse name than he deserves, quite likely ;
but how does the other side of the account read ?
' Devastating and exasperating weakness of will;
incapacity for inspiring others or of making sacrifices ;
a weakling and a pensioner of his country's worst
enemy, Catherine; it is probable that no cause in the
world and no conceivable disgrace could ever have
induced this king to sacrifice his life, his crown, or
even his personal comfort; it is doubtful whether he
ever had any fixed principles ; instability; irresolution ;
wastefulness ; frivolity ; looseness of life; hypocrisy as
regards religion ; exceedingly unpopular; distrusted ;
infirmity of purpose', also one finds such dark words
as ' coward ', ' traitor'.

Yet one asks himself if some of these words do not
measure men's passions rather than correctly appraise
the man and the situation. It is so easy to call hard
names, so hard to live heroically when there seems no
possible hope.

After reading many pages about Stanislaw in no
few books one reads with deep sympathy that amid all
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